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FORM 1 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE 

 

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF A PROJECT 
INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

 

 

PROJECT REFERENCE DETAILS 

 

 

Enter the Ethics ID number assigned by 

Themis Research to this ethics application. 

1135981.1 

 

Enter the title of the Project as recorded in 

Themis Research 

On the way home: the interplay between 

faith and migration for Christian migrants 

 

Enter the name of the Responsible Researcher 

as recorded in Themis Research 

DAWSON, PROF ANDREW 

 

 

 

1. PROJECT DETAILS 

 

 
1.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY IN PLAIN ENGLISH: Provide a brief summary of the project outlining the broad aims, 

background, key questions, research design/approach, the participants in the study and what they will be asked 
to do, and the importance or relevance of the project. [This description must be in everyday language, free from 
jargon, technical terms or discipline-specific phrases. (No more than 300 words).] 

 

 This project aims to explore the interplay between faith and migration among Christian migrants in Melbourne’s 

northern suburbs. In both secular and church discourse, migrants are often characterized as ‘other’ to the 

Christian mainstream. In secular discourse, this concern is often voiced by lamenting the loss of ‘Christian 

values’, while in church (especially Protestant) circles migrants are often characterized as a ‘mission field’. Yet, 

many migrants, even those from non-English speaking backgrounds, identify as Christian; in Australia, 55% of 

persons born in Africa and the Middle East and 36% of persons born in Asia claim Christian affiliation.  

 

Current literature on both migration and Christianity focuses on public worship and articulations of doctrine by 

church leaders. This project, in contrast, seeks to explore the lived theologies of lay believers and the impact 

these beliefs have on everyday life and personal devotional practice. These personal aspects of the migration 

experience include a range of features such as: motives for departure; the way settlement is experienced and 

interpreted; the ways in which relationships are maintained between the sending country and the migrant; the 

way places in the new host country are lived in and ascribed meaning; and the way migrant faith communities 

interact with each other and with the community of settlement (including established faith communities). 

 

The project aims to recruit 3-4 churches from the suburb of Preston, in which the researcher will conduct 

participant observation in church activities and worship. In addition, individual church members from these 

churches who were born overseas will be recruited to take part in interviews, focus groups and a photography 

exercise. Participant observation will focus on the performance and articulation (or not) of national and 

transnational identities. Interviews will elicit personal migration histories. Focus groups will discuss migration 

with respect to extracts from the Bible, a universally utilised Christian resource. The photography exercise is 

designed to focus attention on the material aspects of spirituality. In addition to these field methods, the project 

will utilise information and communication technologies to encourage and facilitate dialogue.  

 

This project contests the treatment of faith as an epiphenomenon, instead exploring the ways in which faith is 

actively involved in shaping the migration process. It seeks to trouble the assumption in the literature that ethnic 

identity is bound with ethnic religious practice.  
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1.2 AIMS OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RESEARCH:  State the aims and significance of the project. Where 
relevant, state the specific hypothesis to be tested. Also provide a brief description of current research/literature 

review, a justification as to why this research should proceed and an explanation of any expected benefits to the 
community. [No more than 500 words] 

 
 This project is investigating the research questions: a. what impact does faith have on the migration experience, 
and b. what impact does migration have on the experience of faith? I am concerned with the particular 
experience of Christian migrants entering a majority Christian country. Being Christian offers migrants some 
measure of 'insider' status, yet the establishment of migrant churches in Australia over the last 200 years 
suggests that the experience is still significantly that of being an outsider. This tension is the focus of my project. 

It will examine the local, international and transnational connections of Christians who were born overseas with 
people and places that have, for them, spiritual significance. I intend to conduct research with migrant churches 
focusing on the way ideas about nation, place and theology impact their faith communities and their interactions 
with other faith communities in a new host country.  
 
The project seeks to speak into both the literature on anthropology of religion and literature on migration. The 
literature on migration often treats faith as an epiphenomenon (e.g. Glick-Schiller et al 2006). Contesting this, my 
project seeks to explore the ways in which faith is actively involved in shaping the migration process. Australian 
studies of ethnicity and religion operate within a monolithic discourse that binds ethnic identity with ethnic 

religious practice (e.g. Ata 1988, 1989 and 1990, Bouma 1997, Carey 1996). This project will explore the largely 
unnoticed possibility that ethnic identity transcends religious identity or vice versa . There are significant critiques 
within the anthropology of religion of the way Christianity has influenced the discipline of anthropology (and 
modernity more generally) in ways which have limited its cross-cultural insight (e.g Asad 1993, Engelke and 
Tomlinson 2006, Ruell 1982). It is my contention that the same assumptions about our Christian heritage that 
blind us when we work with other cultures, also make us myopic when we deal with Christian communities. Our 
presuppositions that we know what Christianity is all about, blind us to the ways in which it confounds the 
Christianized science and social science we have inherited. 

 
This project seeks to explore the impact of faith on the migration experience not by heading to the margins of 
either Christian practice or migration experience but by examining the centre—'normal' churches in a 'normal' 
part of an Australian city. This is because I still fully expect unusual things to happen in such places, and that 
they are more radical and surprising because of it.  
 
At a broader community level, it is hoped this research contributes to better understanding how to encourage 
uses of place that build on the strengths and commonalities of diverse communities to create a more inclusive 

society, and how to acknowledge and celebrate difference in while remaining in community. That is, to 
understand how to live grounded lives that do not seek to ignore difference (either by pretending it doesn’t exist, 
or demanding that it be erased) but to acknowledge it and strive creatively towards shared community.  
 
At a theological level, it seeks to engage with how Christians journey from once place to another as they look 
forward to the full realization of their ‘true’ or ‘heavenly’ home in the new creation. It is about both how they 
understand and interpret the journey, but also materially, substantively how they chose to live as they journey. 
That is, it is about how people dwell within an overarching narrative of journeying. 

 
In relation to method, this project will harness new on-line and open-source technologies (such as blogging and 
open Geographic Information Systems like Google Earth) to include the community of interest in collaborative 
processes that not only meet high ethical demands (for more detailed argument see Lassiter 2005 and 
http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-my-phd-project/blogging-as-open-source-research ) and contribute to 
scholarship but also build community capacity to engage in public debate and information sharing. This process 
is already underway on the project blog, which can be found at: http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 
 
References 

Asad, Talal (1993) Genealogies of Religion. Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Ata, Abe Wade ed.(1988) Religion and ethnic identity, vol. 1, 3 vols., 1st ed. Melbourne: Spectrum Publications.   

Ata, Abe Wade ed. (1989) Religion and ethnic identity : an Australian study, vol. 2, 3 vols. Melbourne: Spectrum 
Publications.   

Ata, Abe Wade ed. (1990) Religion and ethnic identity, vol. 3, 3 vols., 1st ed. Melbourne: Spectrum Publications. 

Bouma, Gary (1997) Many religions, all Australian : religious settlement, identity and cultural diversity, Kew [Vic.]: 
Christian Research Association. 

Carey, Hilary (1996) Believing in Australia : a cultural history of religions, St. Leonards NSW: Allen & Unwin. 

Engelke, Matthew and Tomlinson, Matthew (2006) The limits of meaning : case studies in the anthropology of 
Christianity, New York: Berghahn Books. 

Glick-Schiller, Nina, Ayoisee, Çaglar and Guldbrandsen, Thaddeus C. (2006) “Beyond the ethnic lens: Locality, 
globality, and born-again incorporation,” American Ethnologist 33(4): 612-633. 

Lassiter, Luke (2005) The Chicago guide to collaborative ethnography, Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Ruell, Malcolm 1982 [2002] “Christians as Believers” In Lambek, Michael ed. A reader in the anthropology of 
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1.3 METHOD Provide an outline of the proposed method, including details of the recruitment strategy and data 

collection techniques, the tasks participants will be asked to do, the estimated time commitment involved, and 
how data will be analysed. [No more than 500 words] 

  

This project is primarily ethnographic. In addition to participant observation in churches, it will use three 

complementary data collection methods; interviews, focus groups and a photography exercise. 

 

 A list of 22 churches in Preston has been compiled from public sources including the Internet, telephone book, 

and street directory. The project aims to recruit three or four of these churches. Recruitment will occur at the 

level of church/congregational leadership and at the level of the individual. In addition, consent will be sought 

from denominational leadership where appropriate.  

 

The initial contact will be made to local church leaders. An introductory letter will be sent with a plain language 

statement and consent form attached. This letter will be followed up with a phone call from the student 

researcher and, if desired, face-to-face meetings to discuss the project. Written consent will be sought from 

church leadership (priests, ministers, councils of elders, church council etc. depending on the denominational 

context). If the local church is willing to participate in the project, consent will be sought from denominational 

leadership. The same method of providing an introductory letter, information and consent form and personal 

follow-up will be used.  

 

Once consent has been obtained from both local church leaders and denominational leadership, information will 

be disseminated to all members of the local church about the project (this may or may not happen as part of 

decision-making by church leadership depending on the way authority is exercised in particular denominations). 

Participant observation will proceed. There will be no specific tasks or time burden imposed on people with 

participant observation. Data will be collected primarily through conversation, note-taking and photography. It 

will be analysed thematically using QDA software, and processed in dialogue with participants. This dialogue 

may occur in hard copy, or using password protected spaces on the project blog (http://nswann.wordpress.com/) 

Individuals who may be identifiable will be approached for comment and/or veto and presented with the option 

of being identified or anonymised using pseudonyms. 

 

Recruitment of individuals to participate in interviews, focus groups and photography exercise will be 

conducted by the researcher through relationships developed during participant observation and through 

opportunities such as church bulletins and websites. Potential participants will be provided with information 

specific to the task and a written consent form.  

 

Interviews will elicit personal migration histories. Interviews will take up to 2 hours and will be recorded, 

transcribed and analysed thematically using QDA software. Participants will be provided with transcripts and 

analysis for review, comment and veto. A dialogic approach to analysis is a core ethical commitment of this 

project (see http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-my-phd-project/blogging-as-open-source-research). It is 

expected that interviews will be conducted with 10 local church members in each church. 

 

Focus groups will discuss migration with respect to extracts from the Bible, a universally utilised Christian 

resource. The group will meet at the church building for one hour a week for four weeks. The groups will be 

recorded, transcribed and analysed thematically using QDA software. Participants will be provided with 

transcripts and analysis for review, comment and veto. Eight to twelve individuals will be recruited for the focus 

groups 

 

For the photography exercise (known as ‘autophotography’) participants will be provided with cameras and 

invited to take photographs in response to a particular agenda over the course of one to two weeks. A range of 

possible themes have been identified for this project (see attached documents). Depending on the data emerging 

from participant observation and interviews, the most appropriate theme will be selected. After the participants 

have concluded taking photographs, they will meet with the student researcher to interpret them and discuss 

their significance. This follow-up interview may take one to two hours depending on the number of photographs 

taken. Photographers will retain copies of the images and copyright, but will be asked to grant the researchers 

the right to use the photos without cost for research purposes. It is envisaged that the photographs will mainly 

capture physical artefacts and landscapes. However, in the rare cases where people are photographed and 

consent for their participation in the project was not and can not be approved, these photographs will not be 

used as data, and will remain the private property of the photographer. It is expected that up to ten participants 

in each church will be recruited for this exercise. 

 

Research will be conducted in each church in sequence. Four months will be spent in each church. The pattern 

in each four month cycle is predicted to be:  
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 During this whole process, the student researcher is committed to maintaining dialogue through the use of a 

project blog http://nswann.wordpress.com/. To date, the blog has been used only for dissemination of theoretical 

material. The project seeks to expand this capacity to include the blog as a way of gathering data. It seeks 

approval to utilize comments as a source of data.  
 
1.4 USE OF INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS Will parts of this project be carried out by independent contractors? 

(e.g. interviewing, questionnaire design and analysis, sample testing, etc) 
 

 YES  NO If YES, confirm that the independent contractor will be engaged on the 
basis of relevant qualifications and experience and will receive from 
the Responsible Researcher, a copy of the approved ethics protocol 
and be made aware of their responsibilities arising from it. [The 
responsibility for effective oversight and proper conduct of the project 
remains with the Responsible Researcher] 
      

1.5 MONITORING  

(a) How will researchers monitor the conduct of the project to ensure that it complies with the protocols set 
out in this application, the University’s human ethics guidelines and the National Statement on Ethical 
Conduct in Human Research? [Address, in particular, cases where several people are involved in 
recruiting, interviewing or administering procedures, or when the research is being carried out at some 

distance from the Principal Researcher (i.e. interstate or overseas)] 
 

All the research is to be conducted by a single student researcher with local oversight by academic 
supervisors. 

 
(b) For student research projects how will the student be supervised to ensure they comply with the 

protocols? If the student is working overseas, provide additional details of any local supervision 
arrangements. 

 
Regular supervisory meetings will be held to discuss fieldwork. Because the fieldwork is local, these will 
be conducted in person at least monthly.  

 
 
 
 

2. PARTICIPANT DETAILS 
 

2.1 DOES THE RESEARCH SPECIFICALLY TARGET: [Tick as many as applicable] 
 YES NO 

a. students or staff of this University   
b. adults (over the age of 18 years and competent to give consent)   
c. children/legal minors (anyone under the age of 18 years)   
d. the elderly   
e. people from non-English speaking backgrounds   
f. pensioners or welfare recipients   
g. anyone intellectually or mentally impaired who cannot provide consent   
h. anyone who has a physical disability   
i. patients or clients of professionals   
j. anyone who is a prisoner or parolee   
k. a ward of the state   
l. any other person whose capacity to give informed consent may be compromised   
m. Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people and/or communities   
n. other collectives where a leader or council of elders may need to give consent   

 

2.2 NUMBER, AGE RANGE AND SOURCE OF PARTICIPANTS 
 Provide number, age range and source of participants.   
 

Participants sourced from participating congregations. 

Participant observation: Dependent on size of congregation, all ages. 

Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 

Participant observation; 

active participation in 

church life 

Participant observation 

complemented with 

interviews 

Participant observation; 

complemented with 

Autophotography 

Participant observation 

complemented with 

Bible study focus 

groups 
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Interviews:  10 participants from three to four congregations (i.e. 30-40 participants), aged over 18, born 

overseas. 

Focus Groups:  8-12 participants from three to four congregations (i.e. 24-48 participants), aged over 18, born 

overseas. 

Autophotgraphy: 10 participants from three to four congregations (i.e. 30-40 participants), aged over 18, born 

overseas.      
 

2.3 JUSTIFICATION OF PARTICIPANT NUMBERS [The quality and validity of research is an essential condition of 
its ethical acceptability (refer National Statement)]. Where applicable, provide a justification of sample size 
(including details of statistical power of the sample, where appropriate), explaining how this sample size will allow 
the aims of the study to be achieved. 

 

This project is qualitative rather than quantitative in nature and as such statistical validity is not a primary 

concern.  Participant numbers are based on expected levels of data collection required to reach ‘saturation’; that 

is, the repetition of key themes and the slowing emergence of new themes.        
 

2.4 PARTICIPANT RECRUITMENT  
(a) Please indicate the method of recruitment by ticking the appropriate boxes.  Tick all that apply.  

 

Mail out - see below  Email - see below  Telephone 
 

 

Advertisement - see below  Recruitment carried out by third party 

(eg. employer, doctor) – see below 
 Recruitment carried out by 

researcher/s 
 

Contact details obtained from 
public documents (eg. phone 

book) 

 Contact details obtained from private 
sources (eg. employee list, membership 

database) – see below 

 Personal contacts  

Participants from a previous 
study 

 Snowball (participants suggest other 
potential participants) 

 Other (Please explain in no 

more than 50 words): 

     

 
 

 

• If using a mail out or email who will be distributing it? 

 

The student researcher will use a mail out to make initial contact with local church leaders (letter 

attached). 
 

• If using an advertisement: 

! explain where will it be placed?[e.g. on waiting room wall, in newspaper, in newsletter] 

Individual participants may be recruited using advertisements in church 

newsletters/bulletins and/or on church bulletin boards. 

 

Once consent has been provided by church leadership, a plain language poster will be 

placed in a public space in the church building to notify church attenders of the research 

project and its use of participant observation. A copy of the poster is attached. 
 

! have you attached a copy? 
 

Yes  No  NA  If “No” please explain (no more than 50 words):  

     

 
 

• If recruitment is to be conducted by a third party, (eg employer, doctor) have you attached an 
approval letter? 

 
- requesting their assistance?[yes, no or not applicable] 

Yes  No  NA  If “No” please explain (no more than 50 words):  

     

 
- confirming their willingness to assist? 

Yes  No  NA  If “No” please explain (no more than 50 words):  

     

 
- that has been drafted for the third party to send to potential participants? 

Yes  No  NA  If “No” please explain (no more than 50 words):  

     

 
 

• If contact details are to be obtained from private sources, have you attached an approval letter? 

Yes  No  If “No” please explain (no more than 50 words):  

     

 
   Not applicable 
 

(b) Describe how, by whom, where potential participants are to be identified or selected for this research. 
 

 Churches will be identified using public sources including the Internet, telephone book and street 

directory. All churches identified are eligible to participate. Fieldwork will be undertaken with the  first 

four churches willing to take part. Participating individuals will be identified from within these 
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churches and subsequent snowballing by the student researcher. Snowballing will be semi-directive. In 

particular, referrals to individuals whose faith and migration journey has led them away from the 

formal institution of the church will be sought for follow-up and possible interview. 
 

(c) Describe how, by whom, where potential participants are to be approached or invited to take part in this 

research. 
 

 Local churches will be approached by post and followed up by phone and in person by the student 

researcher. Individuals will be: 

o approached in person by the student researcher at church activities; 

o recruited through advertisements in church newsletters/bulletins placed by the student researcher; 

or 

o referred to the student researcher by other participants (i.e snowballing).  
 

2.5 DEPENDENT RELATIONSHIPS 
[The issue of research involving persons in dependent or unequal relationships (e.g. teacher/student, 

doctor/patient, student/lecturer, client/counsellor, warder/prisoner, and employer/employee) is discussed in 
Sections 2 and 4.3 of the National Statement. Such a relationship may compromise a participant’s ability to give 
consent which is free from any form of pressure (real or implied)]. Are any of the participants in a dependent 
relationship with any of the researchers, particularly those involved in recruiting for or conducting the project? 

 

 YES  NO (If YES, explain the dependent relationship and the steps to be taken by 

the researchers to ensure that participation is purely voluntary and not 
influenced by the relationship in any way. 
      

 

2.6 PAYMENT OR INCENTIVES OFFERED TO PARTICIPANTS 
Do you propose to pay, reimburse or reward participants?  

 

 YES  NO (If YES, how, how much and for what purpose? Please justify the 
approach)  
      

 

2.7 DECEPTION OR CONCEALMENT 

 [Limited disclosure, deception and active concealment are discussed in Section 2.3 of the National Statement. 
Essentially the practice is not considered ethical unless there are compelling reasons given for its use] Will the 
true purpose of the research, or the collection of data itself, be concealed from participants or will participants in 
any way be deceived? 

 

 YES  NO  
 

 If you answered YES, provide a clear justification. [You will also need to provide participants with details of the 
deception in a debriefing (refer 3.4) and give them the opportunity to withdraw their data if they wish to do so.] 

 

      
 

 

3. RISK AND RISK MANAGEMENT 
 

3.1 STUDY PROFILE –DOES THE RESEARCH INVOLVE THE FOLLOWING: 
 [Tick as many as apply. Provide details in methodology –section 1.5 and attach information where indicated] 

 YES NO 

• use of questionnaires designed by the researcher (attach a copy)   

• use of standard survey instruments (attach a copy)   

• use of on-line surveys (attach printout of screen information)   

• use of interviews (attach the list of interview questions)   

• use of focus groups (attach the list of focus group topics/questions)   

• observation of participants without their knowledge   

• covert observation   

• audio-taping interviewees or events   

• video-taping interviewees or events   

• access to personal and/or confidential data (including student, patient or client data) 

without the participant’s specific consent 

  

• administration of any stimuli, tasks, investigations or procedures which may be 

experienced by participants as physically or mentally painful, stressful or unpleasant 
during or after the research process 

  

• performance of any acts which might diminish the self-esteem of participants or cause 

them to experience embarrassment, regret or depression 
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• research about participants involved in illegal activities   

• research conducted in an overseas setting   

• administration of any substance or agent   

• use of non-treatment or placebo control conditions   

• collection of body tissues or fluid samples   

• collection and/or testing of DNA samples   
 

3.2 POTENTIAL RISKS TO PARTICIPANTS 
 Identify, as far as possible, all potential risks to participants (e.g. physical, psychological, social, legal or 

economic etc.), associated with the project and the setting (e.g. overseas) in which the project is conducted. It 
may be useful to consider the study profile above and your response to participant details in section 2 

 

It is not anticipated that there will be risks to participants. However, it is possible that the research risks some 
psychological effects to participants if they have had traumatic migration experiences (for example, persecution, 
loss, racism/abuse).  

 

3.3 MANAGING POTENTIAL RISKS 
Describe what measures you have in place to minimize these potential risks to participants and to ensure that 
support is available if needed. [Depending on risks, participants may need additional support (e.g. external 
counseling) during or after the study] 

 

Participants will be reminded of the voluntary nature of participation. Given that research is within a church 
context, support networks and pastoral care will be available if required. 

 

3.4 DEBRIEFING (if applicable) 
What debriefing will participants receive following the study and when?  (Attach a copy of any written material or 
statement to be used in such a debriefing, if applicable). [Participants may need to talk about the experience of 
being involved in the study with the researchers, as well as learn more about the aims of the research]  

 

 No debriefing is planned.      
 

3.5 BENEFITS COMPARED TO POTENTIAL RISKS  
 Outline the benefits of the study to the community (and participants, if applicable), relative to the potential risks to 

participants 
 

For individuals, the process of migration can be an isolating experience. This research process will provide an 
opportunity to share and reflect on that experience with a dispassionate other. For the community as a whole, 
this research will build understanding between established Christian communities and new arrivals. This could 
contribute to the establishment of more effective support strategies for new arrivals.        

 

3.6 MANAGING ADVERSE / UNEXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Describe what measures you have in place in the event that participants experience adverse effects arising from 
their involvement in the project (e.g. adverse drug reaction, revelation of illegal activity, or unexpected distress 
due to questioning) 

  

 There are no anticipated adverse outcomes. However, as stated in 3.3, the project will be conducted in a context 
with both formal support networks (e.g. pastoral care) and informal support networks (e.g. family and friends) 
readily available. 

 

3.7 POTENTIAL RISKS TO RESEARCHERS 
Will there be any significant risks to researchers associated with the project and the setting (e.g. overseas) in 
which the project is conducted. (e.g. personal safety, health, emotional well being)? [Refer to the University’s 

Environmental Health & Safety Manual for more information] 
 

 YES  NO (If YES, how will such risks be addressed) 
Not anticipated. Importantly, interviews will be conducted at mutually 
agreed locations that provide safety to both the interviewer and 
interviewee. 

 
 

4. INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS AND INFORMED CONSENT 

 

Before research is undertaken, the informed and voluntary consent of participants (and other properly interested parties) is 

generally required (refer Section 2 of the National Statement for more details). Information needs to be provided to 
participants at their level of comprehension about the purpose, methods, demands, risks, inconveniences, discomforts and 
possible outcomes of the research. Such information is often provided in a written Plain Language Statement. Each 
participant’s consent needs to be clearly established (e.g. by using a signed Consent Form, returning an anonymous 
survey or recording an agreement for interview). 
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4.1 PROVIDING INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS  

 
(a) Will you be providing participants with information in a written Plain Language Statement? 
 

 YES  NO (If NO, provide details of the protocol you will use to explain the 
research project to participants and invite their participation?) 
      

 
(b) Will arrangements be made to ensure that participants who have difficulty understanding English can 

comprehend the information provided about the research project? 
 

 YES  NO (If YES, what arrangements have been made? If NO, give reasons. 
      

 The churches have not yet been recruited and the languages required are therefore not yet determined. 
There are Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, Macedonian and Italian language services available at different 
churches in the Preston area. Following the recruitment of local churches, the Plain Language 
Statements will be translated into the appropriate language. It is expected that there will be bilingual 
congregation members willing to assist in this way, but if not, professional translation services will be 

used. 
 
 
4.2 PLAIN LANGUAGE STATEMENT (IF APPLICABLE) 

 
CONFIRM THAT THE PLAIN LANGUAGE STATEMENT WILL:  

 YES NOT APPLICABLE 

1. be printed on University of Melbourne letterhead   

2. include clear identification of the University, the Department(s) 
involved, the project title, the Principal and Other Researchers 
(including contact details), and the study level if it is a student 

research project. 

  

3. provide details of the purpose of the research project   

4. provide details of what involvement in the project will require 

(e.g., involvement in interviews, completion of questionnaire, 
audio/video-taping of events), and estimated time commitment 

  

5. provide details of any risks involved and the procedures in place 
to minimise these. 

  

6. advise that the project has received clearance by the HREC   

7. (if the sample size is small), confirm that this may have 
implications for protecting the identity of the participants 

  

8. include a clear statement that if participants are in a dependent 

relationship with any of the researchers that involvement in the 
project will not affect ongoing assessment/grades/management 
or treatment of health (if relevant) 

  

9. state that involvement in the project is voluntary and that 

participants are free to withdraw consent at any time, and to 
withdraw any unprocessed data previously supplied 

  

10. provide advice as to arrangements to be made to protect 
confidentiality of data, including that confidentiality of information 

provided is subject to legal limitations (see ** below) 

  

11. provide advice as to whether or not data is to be destroyed after 
a minimum period (if relevant) 

  

12. provide in the footer, the project HREC number, date and version 

of the PLS 

  

13. provide advice that if participants have any concerns about the 
conduct of this research project that they can contact the 
Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, The University of 

Melbourne, ph: 8344 2073; fax 9347 6739 

  

 
[**Re 10 – it is possible for data to be subject to subpoena, freedom of information request or mandated reporting by some 
professions. Depending on the research proposal you may need to specifically state these limitations] 

 
 PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF THE PLAIN LANGUAGE STATEMENT TO YOUR APPLICATION 
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4.3 OBTAINING CONSENT 

 
(a) How will each participant’s consent be established? 

 
By signing and returning a Consent Form – see 4.4 
below 

 By returning an anonymous survey  

Via a verbal agreement  Via a person with lawful authority to consent (eg. 
parent, doctor) – see 4.3(b) below 

 

Via a recorded agreement for interview  Other (Please describe in no more than 50 words): 

     

 
 

 
(b) If participants are unable to give informed consent, explain who will consent on their behalf and how 

such consent will be obtained. 
 

NA      
 

4.4 CONSENT FORM (IF APPLICABLE) 
 

CONFIRM THAT THE CONSENT FORM WILL: 
 YES NOT APPLICABLE 

1. be printed on University of Melbourne letterhead   

2. include the title of the project and names of researchers   

3. state that the project is for research purposes   

4. state that involvement in the project is voluntary and that 

participants are free to withdraw at any time, and free to withdraw 
any unprocessed identifiable data previously supplied 

  

5. outline particular requirements of participants including, for 

example, whether interviews are to be audio and/or video-taped 

  

6. include arrangements to protect the confidentiality of data    

7. include advice that there are legal limitations to data 

confidentiality (see below)** 

  

8. (if the sample size is small) confirm that this may have 
implications for protecting the identity of the participants 

  

9. (once signed and returned) be retained by the researcher   

 
[**Re 7 – it is possible for data to be subject to subpoena, freedom of information request or mandated reporting by some 
professions. Depending on the research proposal you may need to specifically state and explain these limitations] 
 
 PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF THE CONSENT FORM TO YOUR APPLICATION 
 

 

5. PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY 

Privacy can be described as “!a complex concept that stems from a core idea that individuals have a sphere of life from which they 

should be able to exclude any intrusion.” A major application of the concept of privacy is information privacy: the interest of a person in 
controlling access to and use of any information personal to that person. ‘Confidentiality’, a narrower more specific term than ‘privacy’ 
refers to the legal and ethical obligation that arises from a relationship in which a person receives information from or about another. 

At the Commonwealth level, the collection, storage, use and disclosure of personal information by Commonwealth agencies is regulated 
by the Privacy Act 1988. Sections 95 and 95A of the Act are of particular relevance to researchers. There is regulation at State and 

Territory level in the form of legislation related to privacy generally or the administration of agencies, or administrative codes of practice. 
In Victoria, the Health Records Act 2001 regulates health information handled by the Victorian public sector and private sector, while the 
Information Privacy Act 2000 regulates the collection and handling of non-health-related personal information. The National Statement 

states that an HREC must be satisfied that a research proposal conforms to all relevant Commonwealth, State or Territory privacy 
legislation or codes of practice] 
 

5.1 ACCESSING PERSONAL INFORMATION  

[Personal Information’ includes names, addresses, or information/opinion about an individual whose identity is apparent, or can 
reasonably be ascertained, from the information/opinion. It also includes Health Information (e.g. health opinions, organ 
donation or genetic information) and Sensitive Information (e.g. political views, sexual preferences, criminal records)] 

Is there a requirement for the researchers to obtain Personal Information (either identifiable or potentially 
identifiable) about individuals without their consent?  

 YES NO 

a) from Commonwealth departments or agencies?   

b) from State departments or agencies?   

c) from Other Third Parties, such as non-government organisations?   
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If you answered YES to (a), (b) or (c), you will need to complete Module P and attach it to this application 
 

 
5.2 REPORTING PROJECT OUTCOMES 
 

(a) Will the project outcomes be made public at the end of the project?  
 

 YES  NO (If YES, give details of how the results will be made public (eg in 
journal articles book, conference paper, the media, working paper or 
other).  If NO, explain why not.  

 
Results will be published in the student researcher’s PhD thesis and 

subsequent journal publications. Plain English summaries of research 
progress will be available on the project blog, 
http://nswann.wordpress.com/ . 

 
 (b) Will a report of the project outcomes be made available to participants at the end of the project?  

 
 YES  NO (If Yes, give details of the type of report and how it will be made 

available.  If No, explain why not.  

      
All publications will be made available electronically or in hard copy. 

As far as possible, they will be provided free of charge (some 
journal publications may foreseeably require payment for 
download). Plain English summaries of the research outcomes will 
be available on the project blog. 

 
 
 
5.3 WILL THE RESEARCH INVOLVE: 

 
 YES NO 

• complete anonymity of participants (i.e., researchers will not know the identity of 
participants as participants are part of a random sample and are required to return 

responses with no form of personal identification)? 

  

• de-identified samples or data (i.e., an irreversible process whereby identifiers are 
removed from data and replaced by a code, with no record retained of how the code 
relates to the identifiers.  It is then impossible to identify the individual to whom the 

sample of information relates)? 

  

• potentially identifiable samples or data (i.e., a reversible process in which the 
identifiers are removed and replaced by a code.  Those handling the data 
subsequently do so using the code.  If necessary, it is possible to link the code to the 

original identifiers and identify the individual to whom the sample or information 
relates)? 

  

• participants having the option of being identified in any publication arising from the 
research? 

  

• participants being referred to by pseudonym in any publication arising from the 
research? 

  

• any other method of protecting the privacy of participants?  Please describe:         

   
Note that where the sample size is very small, it may be impossible to guarantee anonymity/confidentiality of participant 
identity.  Participants involved in such projects need to be clearly advised of this limitation in the Plain Language Statement. 

 
  

6. DATA STORAGE, SECURITY AND DISPOSAL 

 
6.1 DATA STORAGE 
 
Does data storage comply with the University policy? [University of Melbourne Policy on the Management of Research Data and 

Records is available at:   http://www.unimelb.edu.au/records/research.html The Joint NHMRC/AVCC Statement and Guidelines on 

Research Practice is available at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/researchprac.htm ] 
 

 YES  NO (If NO, please explain.) 
      

 
6.2 DATA SECURITY 
 

(a) Will the Principal Researcher be responsible for security of data collected?  
 

 YES  NO (If NO, please provide further details.  You may also use this space to 
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explain any differences between arrangements in the field, and on 
return to campus.) 

 
The student researcher will have primary responsibility for data 
collection and storage.  
      

 
(b) Will data be kept in locked facilities in the Department through which the project is being conducted?  

 
 YES  NO (If NO, please explain how and where data will be held, including any 

arrangements for data security during fieldwork.) 
 
Data will be kept on password protected computer and in locked filing 
cabinets at locked premises only accessible by the student researcher 
during fieldwork. Back-ups will be sent at monthly intervals to the 
Principal Researcher for storage in the Department. 
      

 
(c)  Which of the following methods will be used to ensure confidentiality of data? 

(select all options that are relevant) 
  

• data and codes and all identifying information to be kept in separate locked filing cabinets   

• access to computer files to be available by password only  

• access by named researcher(s) only  

• other (please describe)        

 

(d)  Will others besides the researchers associated with this project have access to the raw data? 
 

 YES  NO (If YES, please explain who and for what purpose? 
 What is their connection to the project?) 
      
With the written consent of the individual’s who provided the data, raw 
data (e.g. interview transcripts) may be uploaded to the project blog to 
allow for more open and informed dialogue with participants about the 

analysis of the data by the student researcher. 
 

 
 
6.3 DATA RETENTION AND DISPOSAL 
 [Research data and records should be maintained for as long as they are of continuing value to the researcher and as long as 

recordkeeping requirements such as patent requirements, legislative and other regulatory requirements exist. The minimum 

retention period for research data and records is five years after publication, or public release, of the work of the research as 
stated in the University of Melbourne Code of Conduct for Research. If the project involves clinical trial(s), the data should be 
kept for a minimum of 15 years (refer to Section 3.3 of the National Statement for further details)] 

 
 Specify how long materials (e.g. files, audiotapes, questionnaires, videotapes, photographs) collected during the 

study will be retained after the study and how they will ultimately be disposed of. 
  

Materials will be kept for 5 years after the final publication of research results. If participating churches value the 
data collected as historical or archival, arrangements will be made to ensure the data can be stored securely 
ongoingly. Raw data that is not of archival value will be destroyed by secure methods. Material that has approval 
for publication on the blog will remain available online at http://nswann.wordpress.com/  

 
 
 

7. POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST  

 

7.1 POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
 

Is there any affiliation or financial interest for researchers in this research or its outcomes or any circumstances 
which might represent a perceived, potential or actual conflict of interest? 
 

 YES  NO (If YES, give brief details?) 

      
 

 
[If you have declared a potential conflict of interest, you should include an appropriate comment on the Plain 
Language Statement and Consent Form] 
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7.2 COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR RESEARCH 

 
[University researchers must disclose and manage Conflict of Interest in accord with the provisions of the 
University’s Code of Conduct for Research. See http://www.unimelb.edu.au/ExecServ/Statutes/r171r8.html ] 
 
Is the Conflict of Interest noted above in section 7.1 being managed in accordance with the Code of Conduct? 
 

 YES  NO  Not Applicable 
 

 

8. DECLARATION BY RESEARCHERS 

 
The information contained herein is, to the best of our knowledge and belief, accurate.  

 
We have read the University’s current human ethics guidelines, and accept responsibility for the conduct of the 
procedures set out in the attached application in accordance with the guidelines, the University’s Code of Conduct for 
Research and any other condition laid down by the University of Melbourne’s Human Research Ethics Committee or its 
Sub-Committees.  We have attempted to identify all risks related to the research that may arise in conducting this 
research and acknowledge our obligations and the rights of the participants. We have the appropriate qualifications, 
experience and facilities to conduct the research set out in the attached application and to deal with any emergencies and 
contingencies related to the research that may arise. 

 
If approval is granted, the project will be undertaken in strict accordance with the approved protocol and relevant laws, 
regulations and guidelines. 
 
We, the researcher(s) agree: 

• To only start this research project after obtaining final approval from the Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC); 

• To only carry out this research project where adequate funding is available to enable the project to be carried out 
according to good research practice and in an ethical manner; 

• To provide additional information as requested by the HREC; 

• To provide progress reports to the HREC as requested, including annual and final reports; 

• To maintain the confidentiality of all data collected from or about project participants, and maintain security procedures 
for the protection of privacy; 

• To notify the HREC in writing immediately if any change to the project is proposed and await approval before 
proceeding with the proposed change; 

• To notify the HREC in writing immediately if any adverse event occurs after the approval of the HREC has been 

obtained;  

• To agree to an audit if requested by the HREC; 

• To only use data and any tissue samples collected for the study for which approval has been given; 
 

We have read the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research and agree to comply with its provisions. 
 
All researchers associated with this project must sign 
 

Researchers’ Name (please PRINT) Signature Date 
 

Andrew Dawson   

 

Erin Fitz-Henry   
 

Natalie Swann   
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9. DECLARATION BY DEPARTMENTAL HUMAN ETHICS ADVISORY GROUP (HEAG) 

 
DATE APPLICATION RECEIVED:      /     /      HEAG NO:       

 
 TECHNICAL REVIEW COMPLETED  ETHICAL REVIEW COMPLETED 

 
The HEAG has reviewed this project and considers the methodological/technical and ethical aspects of the proposal to be 

appropriate to the tasks proposed and recommends approval of the project. The HEAG considers that the researcher(s) 
has/have the necessary qualifications, experience and facilities to conduct the research set out in the attached application, 
and to deal with any emergencies and contingencies that may arise. [Note: If the HEAG Chair is also a principal researcher for 

this project, the declaration should be signed by another authorised member of the HEAG] 

 
 
Comments/Provisos:       

 
 
 

Name of HEAG Chair (in BLOCK LETTERS)  
 

Signature   
 

Date  
 

 
 
 
 

10. DECLARATION BY HEAD OF DEPARTMENT  

 
DATE APPLICATION RECEIVED:      /     /      HEAG NO:       

 
 TECHNICAL REVIEW COMPLETED  ETHICAL REVIEW COMPLETED 

 

I have reviewed this project and consider the methodological, technical and ethical aspects of the proposal to be 
appropriate to the tasks proposed and recommend approval of the project. I consider that the researcher(s) has/have the 
necessary qualifications, experience and facilities to conduct the research set out in the attached application, and to deal 
with any emergencies and contingencies that may arise. [Note: If the Head of Department is also a principal researcher for this 

project, the declaration should be signed by another authorised member of the Department] 

 
 
This project has the approval and support of this Department/School/Centre. 
 
 

Name of Head (in BLOCK LETTERS)  
 

Signature   
 

Date  
 

 
 

11. WHEN COMPLETE 

 
 

When this form has been completed and finalised it should be attached to the coversheet section of the 
application completed in Themis Research and then submitted to the nominated Human Ethics Advisory 
Group for review. 
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E. Interview plain language statement

F. Interview consent form (individual)

G. Interview question schedule
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I. Auto-photography consent form (individual)

J. Auto-photography statements

K. Focus group plain language statement

L. Focus group consent form (individual)

M.Focus group question schedule

N. Blog plain language statement
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Natalie Swann
PhD Student, University of Melbourne
Post:! PO Box 4241
! Melbourne University VIC 3052
Email:!n.swann@pgrad.unimelb.edu.au
Mob:! 0401 641 814
Web:! http://nswann.wordpress.com/

Dear <insert name>,

RE: Research project on faith and migration in the Preston area

I am a PhD student in the School of Social and Political Science at the University of 
Melbourne. I am writing to ask if [insert church name] would be willing to take part in my 
research project. This letter provides information about the project. If you would like to take 
part or discuss the project further please feel free to contact me using my contact details 
above.

My project is concerned with the interplay between faith and migration for Christians in the 
Preston area who were born overseas. I am interested to talk with people from any 
overseas background who go to church in Preston. Churches from any Christian 
denomination are welcome to take part. 

I am looking for churches which would welcome me attending church services and other 
church run activities for a period of four months. My reflections on these activities would 
form part of the analysis for my project. I am committed to conducting this analysis in 
dialogue with the churches that take part. I expect this will include engaging with  and 
making room for their critiques of my conclusions in my thesis and any subsequent 
publications. 

It may be possible to identify [insert church name] in future publication of research results 
even if pseudonyms are employed due to the small sample size and geographical area of 
the study. The information collected will be kept for at least five years after the publication 
of results, and can be kept for longer if your church finds it a valuable record of your 
community"s history.

Taking part is entirely voluntary and I encourage you to make the decision with your 
leadership team and church members as appropriate. I would be happy to provide you 
with more detailed information or meet in person to facilitate this process. 

In addition to taking part in church life, I would like to explore some people"s stories in 
more depth. I hope to invite willing individuals from within participating churches to take 
part in three different activities:
1. formal interviews;
2. a photography exercise to explore the connection between their homes and local area 

with their spirituality; and
3. a series of discussion groups designed to reflect on peoples" migration stories with 

reference to some passages from the Bible.

All the individuals I approach about these activities will be provided with information about 
the project. Participation will be entirely voluntary and individuals can choose to withdraw 
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from the project at any time. Individuals may take part in as many or as few of these 
activities as they wish. 

You can read some of my work on the project “On the way home: the interplay between 
faith and migration for Christian migrants”, find out about my background, and download 
related documentation from my project blog: http://nswann.wordpress.com/

If you would like character references from academic or church bodies, I would be happy 
to provide you with contact details. Any conversation you have with referees will be 
confidential.  

My supervisors at the University of Melbourne are Prof. Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-
Henry. Their contact details are provided below. You are welcome to contact them directly 
about the project.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Professor Andrew Dawson!! ! ! ! !

School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: ! ! School of Social and Political Science
! ! University of Melbourne
! ! VIC 3010
Email: ! dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: ! 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: ! ! School of Social and Political Science
! ! University of Melbourne
! ! VIC 3010
Email: ! erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: ! 03 8344 5982

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 

Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

I will follow up this letter over the course of the next few weeks by telephone. Please feel 
free to contact me before then to express interest or withdraw from any future 
communication. I would be happy to meet and talk with you in person or provide any 
further details you would like. 

Regards,

Natalie Swann
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Natalie Swann
PhD Student, University of Melbourne
Post:! PO Box 4241
! Melbourne University VIC 3052
Email:!n.swann@pgrad.unimelb.edu.au
Mob:! 0401 641 814
Web:! http://nswann.wordpress.com/

Dear <insert name>,

RE: Research project on faith and migration in the Preston area

I am a PhD student in the School of Social and Political Science at the University of 
Melbourne. I am writing to ask for your approval for the [church/parish etc] of [insert name] 
to take part in my research project. The local church leadership has reviewed my request 
and is keen to take part. This letter provides information about the project. If you would like 
to discuss the project further please feel free to contact me using my contact details 
above.

My project is concerned with the interplay between faith and migration for Christians in the 
Preston area who were born overseas. I intend to talk with people from any overseas 
background who go to church in Preston. Churches from any Christian denomination are 
welcome to take part. 

I have asked [insert church name] to allow me to attend church services and other church 
run activities for a period of four months. My reflections on these activities would form part 
of the analysis for my project. I am committed to conducting this analysis in dialogue with 
the churches that take part. I expect this will include engaging with  and making room for 
their critiques of my conclusions in my thesis and any subsequent publications. 

Taking part is entirely voluntary. The decision at [insert church name] to pursue this project 
has been made by [insert authorising body; priest name, church council, elders, full 
congregational vote etc]. Together, we seek your approval to undertake this project at 
[insert church name]. 

It may be possible to identify [insert church name] in future publication of research results 
even if pseudonyms are employed due to the small sample size and geographical area of 
the study. The information collected will be kept for at least five years after the publication 
of results, and can be kept for longer if your church finds it a valuable record of your 
community"s history.

In addition to taking part in church life, I would like to explore some people"s stories in 
more depth. I hope to invite willing individuals from within participating churches to take 
part in three different activities:
1. formal interviews;
2. a photography exercise to explore the connection between their homes and local area 

with their spirituality; and
3. a series of discussion groups designed to reflect on peoples" migration stories with 

reference to some passages from the Bible.

All the individuals I approach about these activities will be provided with information about 
the project. Participation will be entirely voluntary and individuals can choose to withdraw 
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from the project at any time. Individuals may take part in as many or as few of these 
activities as they wish. 

You can read some of my work on the project “On the way home: the interplay between 
faith and migration for Christian migrants”, find out about my background, and download 
related documentation from my project blog: http://nswann.wordpress.com/

If you would like character references from academic or church bodies, I would be happy 
to provide you with contact details. Any conversation you have with referees will be 
confidential. 

My supervisors at the University of Melbourne are Prof. Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-
Henry. Their contact details are provided below. You are welcome to contact them directly 
about the project.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Professor Andrew Dawson!! ! ! ! !

School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: ! ! School of Social and Political Science
! ! University of Melbourne
! ! VIC 3010
Email: ! dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: ! 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: ! ! School of Social and Political Science
! ! University of Melbourne
! ! VIC 3010
Email: ! erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: ! 03 8344 5982

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 

Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

Feel free to contact me at your convenience using the contact details provided. I will also 
follow up this letter over the course of the next few weeks by telephone. I would be happy 
to meet and talk with you in person and provide any further details you would like. 

Regards,

Natalie Swann
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Project Consent Form 
“On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants”

This form seeks institutional consent to participate in the project “On the way home: the 
interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants”. Participation is entirely 
voluntary and you may withdraw from the study at any time until the until the project is 
completed and the final report is submitted to the University of Melbourne.

The project is being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of Melbourne. It is for research purposes only. Her 
project is being supervised by Professor Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry. More 
information about the project can be obtained from the project website http://
nswann.wordpress.com/ 

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann

PhD Student

Social and Political Science

University of Melbourne

Post: ! PO Box 4241

! Melbourne University

! VIC 3052

Email:  swann.otwh@gmail.com 

Mobile: !0401 641 814

Professor Andrew Dawson

Social and Political Science

University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 

! Political Science

! University of Melbourne

! VIC 3010

Email: dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 

Telephone: 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry

Social and Political Science

University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 

! Political Science

! University of Melbourne

! VIC 3010

Email:  erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 

Telephone: 03 8344 5982

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, University of 
Melbourne, VIC 3010, Tel: (03) 8344 2073.
________________________________________________________________________

I __[print name]___________________:

• acknowledge that I have received a copy of the letter “RE: Research project on faith 
and migration in the Preston area” and that I have read and understand this 
document.

• understand that taking part in this project is voluntary and that [insert church name] can 
withdraw from the project at any time.

• agree to be consulted on a case-by-case basis about the audio or video recording of 
church activities for the purpose of this exercise.

• understand that the information [insert church name] provides will be kept confidential, 
unless otherwise required by law.

• understand that it may be possible to identify [insert church name] in future publication of 
research results even if pseudonyms are employed due to the small sample size and 
geographical area of the study.

• have received an adequate explanation of all likely risks, effects, discomforts or 
inconvenience arising from taking part in the project.

Signed: __________________________________  Date: ____________________________
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Research on faith and migration in the Preston area being conducted at 
[insert church name]

University of Melbourne PhD student, Natalie Swann, is conducting 
research at [insert church name] into the interplay between faith and 
migration for Christians who were born overseas. She has been 
granted approval to undertake this research by [insert local church 
authorising body] and [insert denominational authorising body]. 

Natalie will be attending services and other church activities for a period 
of four months. Her reflections on these activities will form part of the 
analysis for her project. She is committed to conducting this analysis in 
dialogue with [insert local church name].

Natalie is keen to talk with people from any overseas background who 
attend this church. She will be exploring some people!s stories in depth 
by inviting willing people to take part in three different activities:
1. formal interviews;
2. a photography exercise to explore the connection between their 

homes and local area with their spirituality; and
3. a series of discussion groups designed to reflect on peoples! 

migration stories with reference to some passages from the Bible.

If you would like to take part in one of these activities please feel free to contact Natalie (details 
below). Participation will be entirely voluntary and you will be able to withdraw from the project at 
any time. You are welcome to take part in as many or as few of these activities as you wish.

The project!s formal title is “On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for 
Christian migrants”. You can read some of Natalie!s work on the project, find out about her 
background and research experience, and download related documentation from her project blog: 
http://nswann.wordpress.com/

Natalie has two academic supervisors at the University of Melbourne, Professor Andrew Dawson 
and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry. Contact details for Andrew and Erin are provided below and you are 
welcome to contact them about the project. 

The project has the approval of the University of Melbourne Human Research Ethics Committee. If 
you have any concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with 
the research team, you can contact: Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, University of 
Melbourne, VIC 3010, Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann
PhD Student
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: " PO Box 4241
" Melbourne University
" VIC 3052

Email:  swann.otwh@gmail.com 

Mobile: 0401 641 814

Professor Andrew Dawson
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: " School of Social and 
" Political Science
" University of Melbourne
" VIC 3010
Email:dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 

Telephone: 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: " School of Social and 
" Political Science
" University of Melbourne
" VIC 3010
Email:  erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 

Telephone: 03 8344 5982

Please feel free to talk 
to Natalie about the 
project if you meet 
her at services here 

and you are welcome 
to contact her using 
the details provided 

below.
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Your migration story

You are invited to take part in an interview about your migration story for the project “On 
the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants”. This letter 
provides you with specific information relevant to the interview process. You can find out 
more details about the project at the project website http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 

About the researchers:
The project is being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of Melbourne. Her project is being supervised by 
Professor Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry.  Contact details for Natalie, Andrew and 
Erin are provided below and you are welcome to contact them about the project. The 
research is being undertaken independently; there is no denominational, commercial or 
government sponsorship of the project.

About the interview:
The interview is designed to gain an insight into how your faith has shaped your 
experience of migration and how your experience of migration has shaped your faith. The 
interview will take place in a place in a mutually agreed location at a time that is 
convenient to you. It will take approximately one and a half hours.

With your permission, the interview will be recorded. This is to allow the researcher to 
review the interview later and accurately quote you. You will be provided with a copy of the 
transcript and invited to correct or edit your comments. 

How the interview will be used:
The information you provide in the interview will be used in Natalie!s PhD thesis and in 
journal articles related to the project. If you are quoted directly in any document intended 
for publication, you will be supplied with a copy of a draft for comment. As far as possible, 
your comments will be worked into the final text. If you would like this process of comment 
and review can be repeated. You can choose whether to be identified by your real name or 
a pseudonym (made-up name) in any publication.

The audio-recording and transcript of your interview will be kept on a password protected 
computer and backed up on tape and in hard copy in locked premises. They will be 
accessible only by the researchers. The information collected will be kept for at least five 
years after the publication of results, and can be kept for longer if you and your church find 
it a valuable record of your community!s history. 

Your rights:
Taking part in this project is entirely voluntary. You have the right to stop taking part in the 
project at any time. Any information you have provided can be withdrawn from the study up 
until the project is completed and the final report is submitted to the University of 
Melbourne.

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 

Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
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VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann" " " "

PhD Student"" " " "

School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " PO Box 4241 " " " "

" " Melbourne University " " "

" " VIC 3052
Email: " swann.otwh@gmail.com" "
Web: "" http://nswann.wordpress.com/ "
Mobile: " 0401 641 814
" " " " " " " " " "

Professor Andrew Dawson! ! ! ! ! !

School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " School of Social and Political Science
" " University of Melbourne
" " VIC 3010
Email: " dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: " 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " School of Social and Political Science
" " University of Melbourne
" " VIC 3010
Email: " erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: " 03 8344 5982
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Interview Consent Form

This project has the approval of [insert church] leadership and [insert denomination] 
leadership. This form seeks your individual consent to participate in the interview process 
described in the document “Your migration story”. Participation is entirely voluntary and 
you may withdraw from the study at any time until the until the project is completed and the 
final report is submitted to the University of Melbourne.

The project, “On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian 
migrants”, is being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of Melbourne. It is for research purposes only. Her 
project is being supervised by Professor Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry. More 
information about the project can be obtained from the project website http://
nswann.wordpress.com/ 

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann

PhD Student

Social and Political Science

University of Melbourne

Post: ! PO Box 4241

! Melbourne University

! VIC 3052

Email:  swann.otwh@gmail.com 

Mobile: !0401 641 814

Professor Andrew Dawson

Social and Political Science

University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 

! Political Science

! University of Melbourne

! VIC 3010

Email: dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 

Telephone: 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry

Social and Political Science

University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 

! Political Science

! University of Melbourne

! VIC 3010

Email:  erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 

Telephone: 03 8344 5982

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, University of 
Melbourne, VIC 3010, Tel: (03) 8344 2073.
________________________________________________________________________

I __[print name]___________________:

• acknowledge that I have received a copy of the plain language statement “Your 
migration story” and that I have read and understand this document.

• understand that taking part in this project is voluntary and that I can withdraw from the 
project at any time.

• agree to be recorded with audio or video recorders for the purpose of this exercise.

• understand that the information I provide will be kept confidential, unless otherwise 
required by law.

• have received an adequate explanation of all likely risks, effects, discomforts or 
inconvenience arising from taking part in the project.

I choose the following option for identifying me and the information I provide in any 
publication of research results:

 I would like to be identified using my real name
 I would like to be identified using a pseudonym
 I am not sure yet. Please use a pseudonym for now. When I see a draft I may choose to  

be identified by my real name.

Signed: __________________________________  Date: ____________________________
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Interview Question Schedule

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Specifically comment on 
recording of interview. Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at 
any time. Acquire consent. 

Primary Question:
1. Tell me about where you grew up.

Secondary/Prompting Questions:
Were you part of a church? What was it like?

Primary Question:
2. When and why did you leave?

Secondary/Prompting Questions:
How was the decision to leave made?
What was the process of leaving like?
What kind of support/counsel did you get from fellow believers? from other friends and 
family?

Primary Question:
3. Where did you go and what was it like when you first arrived? 
(Don!t assume a single one way move from country of origin to Australia .Loop Q2 and 3 
until end of migratory movement)

Secondary/Prompting Questions:
Did you find a church in your new home? 
What was the process of finding a church like?
Did the move affect you spiritually, and if so, how?
What was the community that you moved into like?

Primary Question:
4. Tell me about how/whether you!ve maintained any connections with people from places 
you used to live. 

Secondary/Prompting Questions:
How do you communicate? How often? What kinds of things do you stay in touch about?

Primary Question:
5. Where do you feel most at home? Why?

Secondary/Prompting Questions:
Places at a global scale - which country/city?
Places at a local scale - which parts of Melbourne? buildings, public spaces, restaurants, 
homes etc?

Finish
Thank you for your time and attention. Invite questions from the interviewee to the 
interviewer. Review the process of transcription, provision of transcripts for comment/
correction. Invitation to take part in ongoing discussion through the blog, reviewing 
analysis etc. 



Your images of faith and migration in Preston

You are invited to take part in a photography exercise for the project “On the way home: 
the interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants”. This letter provides you 
with specific information relevant to the photography exercise. You can find out more 
details about the project at the project website http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 

About the researchers:
The project is being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of Melbourne. Her project is being supervised by 
Professor Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry.  Contact details for Natalie, Andrew and 
Erin are provided below and you are welcome to contact them about the project. The 
research is being undertaken independently; there is no denominational, commercial or 
government sponsorship of the project.

About the photography exercise:
The photography exercise is designed to gain an insight into how your faith has shaped 
your experience of migration and how your experience of migration has shaped your faith. 
You will be provided with a camera for one week and asked to take photos in response to 
the statement: 

[insert statement]

After taking photos over the course of one week, you will be asked to discuss your photos 
with Natalie. The discussion will take place at a mutually agreed location at a time that is 
convenient to you. It will take approximately one hour. You will be allowed to keep copies 
of your photos. You will retain copyright over the images but agree that the researchers 
can use the images without cost. The camera must be returned, but you are free from any 
liability for damage to the camera.

The discussion will be recorded. This is to allow the researcher to review the discussion 
later and accurately quote you. You will be provided with a copy of the transcript and 
invited to correct or edit your comments. 

How the photographs will be used:
The photographs and your reflections on them will be used in Natalieʼs PhD thesis and in 
journal articles related to the project. If your photos are used or you are quoted directly in 
any document intended for publication, you will be supplied with a copy of a draft for 
comment. As far as possible, your comments will be worked into the final text. If you would 
like, this process of comment and review can be repeated. You can choose whether to be 
identified by your real name or a pseudonym (made-up name) in any publication.

The photographs, audio-recording and transcript of your discussion will be kept on a 
password protected computer and backed up on tape and in hard copy in locked 
premises. They will be accessible only by the researchers. The information collected will 
be kept for at least five years after the publication of results, and can be kept for longer if 
you and your church find it a valuable record of your communityʼs history. 

Your rights:
Taking part in this project is entirely voluntary. You have the right to stop taking part in the 
project at any time. Any information you have provided can be withdrawn from the study up 
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until the project is completed and the final report is submitted to the University of 
Melbourne.

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 

Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann" " " "
PhD Student"" " " "
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " PO Box 4241 " " " "
" " Melbourne University " " "
" " VIC 3052
Email: " swann.otwh@gmail.com" "
Web: "" http://nswann.wordpress.com/ "
Mobile: " 0401 641 814
" " " " " " " " " "
Professor Andrew Dawson! ! ! ! ! !
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " School of Social and Political Science
" " University of Melbourne
" " VIC 3010
Email: " dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: " 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " School of Social and Political Science
" " University of Melbourne
" " VIC 3010
Email: " erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: " 03 8344 5982
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Photography Exercise Consent Form

This project has the approval of [insert church] leadership and [insert denomination] leadership. This 
form seeks your individual consent to participate in the photography exercise described in the 
document “Your images of faith and migration in Preston”. Participation is entirely voluntary and 
you may withdraw from the study at any time until the until the project is completed and the final 
report is submitted to the University of Melbourne.

The project, “On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants”, is 
being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social and Political Science at the 
University of Melbourne. It is for research purposes only. Her project is being supervised by Professor 
Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry. More information about the project can be obtained from the 
project website http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann
PhD Student
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: ! PO Box 4241
! Melbourne University
! VIC 3052
Email:  swann.otwh@gmail.com 
Mobile: !0401 641 814

Professor Andrew Dawson
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 
! Political Science
! University of Melbourne
! VIC 3010
Email: dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 
! Political Science
! University of Melbourne
! VIC 3010
Email:  erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: 03 8344 5982

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any concerns 
regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you 
can contact: Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, University of Melbourne, VIC 3010, Tel: (03) 
8344 2073.
________________________________________________________________________

I __[print name]___________________:

• acknowledge that I have received a copy of the plain language statement “Your images of faith 
and migration in Preston” and that I have read and understand this document.

• understand that taking part in this project is voluntary and that I can withdraw from the project at 
any time.

• agree to be recorded with audio or video recorders for the purpose of this exercise.
• understand that the information I provide will be kept confidential, unless otherwise required by law.
• have received an adequate explanation of all likely risks, effects, discomforts or inconvenience 

arising from taking part in the project.
• agree that the researchers can use the images I take for research purposes without any cost.

I choose the following option for identifying me and the information I provide in any publication of 
research results:

 I would like to be identified using my real name
 I would like to be identified using a pseudonym
 I am not sure yet. Please use a pseudonym for now. When I see a draft I may choose to  be 

identified by my real name.

Signed: __________________________________  Date: ____________________________

http://nswann.wordpress.com
http://nswann.wordpress.com
mailto:swann.otwh@gmail.com
mailto:swann.otwh@gmail.com
mailto:dawsona@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:dawsona@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:dawsona@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:dawsona@unimelb.edu.au


List of possible statements to guide auto-photography

Please take photographs of...

• things that have spiritual significance for you
• things that make you feel close to God
• things that make you feel distant from God
• things that make you feel at home
• things that make you feel secure
• things that make you feel ʻforeignʼ



Your reflections on the Bible and migration

You are invited to take part in a series of four discussion groups reflecting on short 
passages from the Bible and migration for the project “On the way home: the interplay 
between faith and migration for Christian migrants”. This letter provides you with specific 
information relevant to the discussion group process. You can find out more details about 
the project at the project website http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 

About the researchers:
The project is being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social 
and Political Science at the University of Melbourne. Her project is being supervised by 
Professor Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry.  Contact details for Natalie, Andrew and 
Erin are provided below and you are welcome to contact them about the project. The 
research is being undertaken independently; there is no denominational, commercial or 
government sponsorship of the project.

About the discussion group:
The discussion group is designed to gain an insight into how your faith has shaped your 
experience of migration and how your experience of migration has shaped your faith. 
Specifically, it will ask you to comment on passages from the Bible that recount or relate to 
migration. 

The discussion group will take place at [insert church] at [insert day and time] every week 
for four weeks. It will take approximately one hour each week.

The discussion group will be recorded. This is to allow the researcher to review the 
discussion later and accurately quote you. You will be provided with a copy of the 
transcript and invited to correct or edit your comments. 

How the discussion group information will be used:
The information provided in the discussion group will be used in Natalieʼs PhD thesis and 
in journal articles related to the project. If you are quoted directly in any document 
intended for publication, you will be supplied with a copy of a draft for comment. As far as 
possible, your comments will be worked into the final text. If you would like, this process of 
comment and review can be repeated. You can choose whether to be identified by your 
real name or a pseudonym (made-up name) in any publication.

The audio-recording and transcript of your discussion group will be kept on a password 
protected computer and backed up on tape and in hard copy in locked premises. They will 
be accessible only by the researchers. The information collected will be kept for at least 
five years after the publication of results, and can be kept for longer if you and your church 
find it a valuable record of your communityʼs history. 

Your rights:
Taking part in this project is entirely voluntary. You have the right to stop taking part in the 
project at any time. Any information you have provided can be withdrawn from the study up 
until the project is completed and the final report is submitted to the University of 
Melbourne.

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 
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Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann" " " "
PhD Student"" " " "
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " PO Box 4241 " " " "
" " Melbourne University " " "
" " VIC 3052
Email: " swann.otwh@gmail.com" "
Web: "" http://nswann.wordpress.com/ "
Mobile: " 0401 641 814
" " " " " " " " " "
Professor Andrew Dawson! ! ! ! ! !
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " School of Social and Political Science
" " University of Melbourne
" " VIC 3010
Email: " dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: " 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
School of Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne
Post: " " School of Social and Political Science
" " University of Melbourne
" " VIC 3010
Email: " erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: " 03 8344 5982
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Discussion Group Consent Form

This project has the approval of [insert church] leadership and [insert denomination] 
leadership. This form seeks your individual consent to participate in the discussion group 
process described in the document “Your reflections on the Bible and migration”. 
Participation is entirely voluntary and you may withdraw from the study at any time until the 
until the project is completed and the final report is submitted to the University of 
Melbourne.

The project, “On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian 
migrants”, is being conducted by Natalie Swann, a PhD student in the School of Social and 
Political Science at the University of Melbourne. It is for research purposes only. Her project 
is being supervised by Professor Andrew Dawson and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry. More information 
about the project can be obtained from the project website http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 

Contact the researchers:

Natalie Swann
PhD Student
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: ! PO Box 4241
! Melbourne University
! VIC 3052
Email:  swann.otwh@gmail.com 
Mobile: !0401 641 814

Professor Andrew Dawson
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 
! Political Science
! University of Melbourne
! VIC 3010
Email: dawsona@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: 03 8344 4201

Dr Erin Fitz-Henry
Social and Political Science
University of Melbourne

Post: ! School of Social and 
! Political Science
! University of Melbourne
! VIC 3010
Email:  erinfh@unimelb.edu.au 
Telephone: 03 8344 5982

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, University of 
Melbourne, VIC 3010, Tel: (03) 8344 2073.
________________________________________________________________________

I __[print name]___________________:

• acknowledge that I have received a copy of the plain language statement “Your 
reflections on the Bible and migration” and that I have read and understand this 
document.

• understand that taking part in this project is voluntary and that I can withdraw from the 
project at any time.

• agree to be recorded with audio or video recorders for the purpose of this exercise.
• understand that the information I provide will be kept confidential, unless otherwise 

required by law.
• have received an adequate explanation of all likely risks, effects, discomforts or 

inconvenience arising from taking part in the project.

I choose the following option for identifying me and the information I provide in any 
publication of research results:

 I would like to be identified using my real name
 I would like to be identified using a pseudonym
 I am not sure yet. Please use a pseudonym for now. When I see a draft I may choose to  

be identified by my real name.

Signed: __________________________________  Date: ____________________________
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Bible Study Focus Group 1

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Collection of consent slips. 
Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at any time.

Read: Genesis 12:1-9 and 15:1-21 (provided in print; read out loud as a group or in 
silence)

Discuss: 

1. What strikes you about this story? What stands out to you as important?
2. Describe how you think the characters in this story felt.
3. How does this story resonate with your own experience(s) of moving from one country 

to another?
4. What lessons do you think this story holds for migrants?

Bible Study Focus Group 2

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Collection of consent slips. 
Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at any time.

Read: Exodus 14

Discuss: 

1. What strikes you about this story? What stands out to you as important?
2. Describe how you think the characters in this story felt.
3. How does this story resonate with your own experience(s) of moving from one country 

to another?
4. What lessons do you think this story holds for migrants?

Bible Study Focus Group 3

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Collection of consent slips. 
Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at any time.

Read: Matthew 28

Discuss: 

1. What strikes you about this story? What stands out to you as important?
2. Describe how you think the characters in this story felt.
3. How does this story resonate with your own experience(s) of moving from one country 

to another?
4. What lessons do you think this story holds for migrants?



Bible Study Focus Group 4

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Collection of consent slips. 
Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at any time.

Read: Acts 2

Discuss: 

1. What strikes you about this story? What stands out to you as important?
2. Describe how you think the characters in this story felt.
3. How does this story resonate with your own experience(s) of moving from one country 

to another?
4. What lessons do you think this story holds for migrants?

Bible Study Focus Group 5

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Collection of consent slips. 
Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at any time.

Read: 1 Peter 2

Discuss: 

1. What strikes you about this story? What stands out to you as important?
2. Describe how you think the characters in this story felt.
3. How does this story resonate with your own experience(s) of moving from one country 

to another?
4. What lessons do you think this story holds for migrants?

Bible Study Focus Group 6

Welcome: Verbal overview of information and consent form. Collection of consent slips. 
Reiteration of voluntary nature of the group and freedom to leave at any time.

Read: Revelation 5

Discuss: 

1. What strikes you about this story? What stands out to you as important?
2. Describe how you think the characters in this story felt.
3. How does this story resonate with your own experience(s) of moving from one country 

to another?
4. What lessons do you think this story holds for migrants?



About this blog - commenting 
http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-this-blog/commenting/ 

In addition to existing text, the following will be added:

Since [insert date], this blog had approval from the Human Research Ethics Committee to 
collect as well as disseminate information. Comments made after this date are eligible to 
be used and analysed as data in the project “On the way home: the interplay between faith 
and migration for Christian migrants” [link to http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-my-phd-
project/ ]. By commenting you agree to your comment being available for use as part of the 
project.

The project is being conducted by University of Melbourne PhD student Natalie Swann 
[link to http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-the-author/ ]. Her project is being supervised 
by Professor Andrew Dawson [link to http://www.ssps.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/profiles/
dawson/ ] and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry [link to http://www.ssps.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/
academic/]. You are welcome to contact any of them about the project.

If you would like to contribute comments to Natalie without agreeing to their use as part of 
her project, please email her at swann[dot]otwh[at]gmail[dot]com

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 

Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

About this blog - university ethics
http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-this-blog/university-ethics/

The following text will replace the existing text:

Since [insert date], this blog had approval from the Human Research Ethics Committee to 
collect as well as disseminate information. 

Comments made after this date are eligible to be used and analysed as data in the project 
“On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants” [link to 
http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-my-phd-project/ ]. By commenting you agree to your 
comment being available for use as part of the project. Comments made prior to this date 
will not be used as data. 

The project is being conducted by University of Melbourne PhD student Natalie Swann 
[link to http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-the-author/ ]. Her project is being supervised 
by Professor Andrew Dawson [link to http://www.ssps.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/profiles/
dawson/ ] and Dr Erin Fitz-Henry [link to http://www.ssps.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/
academic/]. You are welcome to contact any of them about the project.
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If you would like to contribute to the project without agreeing to your commentsʼ use as 
part of her project, please email Natalie at swann[dot]otwh[at]gmail[dot]com

This project has the approval of the Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any 
concerns regarding the conduct of the project, which you do not wish to discuss with the 
research team, you can contact: 

Executive Officer
Human Research Ethics
University of Melbourne
VIC 3010
Tel: (03) 8344 2073.

ʻSticky noteʼ (notice that stays at the top of the home page)
http://nswann.wordpress.com/

This blog is part of Natalie Swannʼs PhD research project at the University of Melbourne, 
“On the way home: the interplay between faith and migration for Christian migrants”. 
Comments you make will contribute to the data collected in this project. More information 
about the commenting policy can be found here [http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-this-
blog/commenting/]. Information about the project can be found on the ʻabout this projectʼ 
page [http://nswann.wordpress.com/about-my-phd-project/].
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Advertisement:

University of Melbourne PhD student, Natalie Swann, is investigating the relationship 
between faith and migration for Christians in Preston. She is looking for people who were 
born overseas to take part in some of her research activities. You can take part by:
• giving an interview about your migration story;
• joining a discussion group about migration and the Bible; or
• taking some photos of things that are significant to you.
If you are interested in being part of this project please contact Natalie on 0401 641 814 or 
email swann.otwh@gmail.com for more information. You can also find her in person at 
most services at [insert church name] between now and [insert end date]. 
If you would like some general information about her project, visit the projectʼs website:
http://nswann.wordpress.com/ 
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